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Since its founding in 1968, NTSB has investigated more than three
dozen tank car incidents, resulting in more than 75 recommendations to
DOT and industry. Since the 1970s, NTSB has advocated use of head and
thermal protection on tank cars and has expressed concern about DOT's
performance in addressing current safety problems and anticipating future
ones. Some of NTSB's concerns and recommendations are discussed in
Chapter 5.

EPA

As the lead federal agency with responsibility for protecting the public and
environment from hazardous substances and wastes, EPA has a role in
ensuring hazardous materials transportation safety. The Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act requires DOT
to regulate the transportation of substances deemed harmful by EPA.7
Although DOT has broad authority to regulate materials that are harmful
to human health,8 the agency has traditionally focused its limited resources
on regulation of materials having acute hazards,9 relying on EPA to pro-
vide information on materials that pose chronic hazards and that can
contaminate the environment if released during transportation.

Some links have been forged between DOT and EPA to coordinate
regulatory activities and to exchange technical information on hazardous
materials. For instance, the National Response Team, headed by EPA,
provides a means for DOT and EPA officials to discuss hazardous mate-
rials information and planning needs and to coordinate emergency re-
sponse capabilities. Usually, DOT has a secondary role in regulating
materials with adverse environmental effects and relies primarily on EPA
to identify and provide technical information on these materials.10 More
discussion of DOT's mission in regulating materials with environmental
and long-term hazards is provided in Chapter 5.

Canada and Mexico

Because of significant petroleum and chemical traffic between the United
States, Canada, and Mexico, tank cars frequently move across national
borders. The need to ensure conformity in regulatory requirements and the
safety of these tank cars has led to coordination of activities among
transport officials in the three countries.

Canada

Transport Canada, the transportation agency, has jurisdiction in Canada
over regulations covering tank car and hazardous materials safety. Most